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To our alumni and friends:
Service — it’s about contributing to the welfare of others,
and it’s woven within the fabric of the University’s mission.
CUKC exists to advance life sciences, health promotion,
and chiropractic through education, scholarship, and
service.
While education and scholarship speak to what we do,
service is at the heart of why. As individuals called into
healthcare careers, service is a way of life.
Since 1922, Clevelanders have used their skills, talents,
time, and resources to enrich the world one action and
one person at a time. In this issue of the Clevelander, we
share campus updates and celebrate the many ways that
alumni, faculty, staff, students, and friends are compelled
to give of themselves.
As the University approaches its centennial, we are
excited to raise awareness of the difference Clevelanders
are making as they provide patient care, advance
education, engage in grassroots initiatives, become civic
leaders, and go beyond their own communities to identify
and fulfill unspoken needs. You can help the University
prepare for the 2022 Centennial celebration by telling us
your stories of service.
Among the notable alumni that have departed this past
year, we pay tribute to two particularly service-minded
individuals, Dr. Franco Columbu ’77 CCC-LA, and Dr.
Charles (Chuck) Eddy ’70 CCC-KC, on pages 20-21.
Columbu, twice named Mr. Olympia and Mr. Universe,
served as a most visible advocate promoting the
importance of nutrition and regular chiropractic care. Eddy,
known as a musician, civic leader, and dedicated doctor of
chiropractic, packed several lifetimes into one.
May God bless the memories of Dr. Columbu and Dr.
Eddy — and a heartfelt thanks to all those Cleveland
alumni, and CUKC faculty, and staff for taking time beyond
their activities in daily practice, classroom teaching, or in
administration, to volunteer and contribute to the welfare
of others.
Yours in health,
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There are many faces of philanthropy,
and our alumni show how their time and
talents are contributing to a stronger
university and a healthier future for the
rest of us. Pg. 15

OUR VISION
The University’s vision is to be recognized and
respected as a leader in health promotion.

OUR MISSION
The University’s mission is to provide a strong, studentcentered academic and professional education with a focus in
the areas of life sciences and health promotion through education, scholarship,
and service.
The Doctor of Chiropractic program mission lies in the areas of education,
scholarship and service and in the advancement of chiropractic.
The mission of the College of Health Sciences is to provide respected and
recognized undergraduate and healthcare programs specializing in life sciences
and health promotion preparing graduates to continue in health-related
education programs.

cleveland.edu

Visit our website for recent news and
direct links to all of our social networking
communities. Follow us on social media
@clevelandunivkc.
Table of Contents
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2019 Homecoming Brings Fun,
Education, and a Celebration
of Friendship to CUKC
Homecoming weekend Oct. 11-13, 2019, signaled the start
of a three-year countdown to the 100th anniversary of
the institution’s founding, and its growth into Cleveland
University-Kansas City (CUKC). Alumni from around the
country – including three from Puerto Rico – attended
Homecoming 2019 at the Overland Park Marriott Hotel
near the CUKC campus.
“This year, we had a nice group of 30-year reunion
doctors from 1989, and it was fun to see them interact,”
Jalonna Bowie, director of campus and alumni relations,
said. “All 13 presentations were very well attended, and
we were pleased to have 22 vendors join us in our exhibit
space.”
One of the highlights of Homecoming each year is the
announcement of “Alum of the Year.” In 2019, the honor
went to Dr. Jeff Spencer ’97. A practitioner in Kansas City,
Mo., Spencer is also president of the alumni association.
An exceptional group of speakers were present for the
2019 event. Dr. Alan Sokoloff, the team chiropractor for
the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens, presented a session to alumni
and also delivered a presentation to CUKC chiropractic
students. His focus was on ways to integrate chiropractic
in athletic training rooms.
Other speakers covered a variety of topics, such
as imaging of sports injuries, by Dr. Steven Gould,
regenerative medicine and exercise therapy, by Dr.
Jeff Tucker, and a three-part presentation on practical
assessment and treatment concepts, by Dr. Brian Jensen.
CUKC faculty member Dr. Stuart McIntosh presented
a session on current trends in the treatment of sports
injuries, and Director of Research, Dr. Mark Pfefer,
discussed current updates on concussions and
pre-participation sports physicals.
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Sunday’s topics were Current Trends in the Management
of Sports-Related Concussion, by Dr. William Moreau,
former vice president, Sports Medicine Division at the
United States Olympic Committee, and Shaping the
Cultural Authority of Chiropractic, by CUKC President, Dr.
Carl S. Cleveland III.
“In my three years of coordinating the event, I believe
this was our best yet,” Bowie said. “Registration went
smoothly, attendance was great, and the venue did
a tremendous job meeting our needs. The alums and
practicing doctors in the area like to get their CEUs in a
fun-filled, friendly environment.”
The weekend is special for a variety of reasons.
“Our annual Homecoming event truly is a once-in-a-year
opportunity all alumni should plan on,” Spencer said.
“Along with valuable CE hours, the weekend brings you
into contact with alumni who have valuable business
knowledge that can help you in your practice. Why
wouldn’t you take advantage of this weekend in Kansas
City?”
And with professional and personal interests at stake,
many alumni agreed with those thoughts. Although
Homecoming is an educational event, there is always a
social element as well. The opportunity to reflect on the
past and share the present is always a favorite activity.
“Great to visit with old friends, teachers, and classmates,”
Rita Goldman ’89, said.
Make plans now to attend CUKC Homecoming 2020,
Oct. 9-11 at the Overland Park Marriott. So far, scheduled
speakers include Dr. Anthony Lisi, Dr. Mitch Mally, Dr.
Sherry McAllister, and Dr. Ty Talcott, with more to follow.
The 2020 Homecoming coincides with the 125th birthday
of chiropractic. Online registration will begin midsummer
on the CUKC website.

A Look Back, and
More Importantly,
A Look Ahead

Building on the
Foundation for
Success

Dr. Clark Beckley ’75

Dr. Cheryl
Carpenter-Davis

Vice President, Campus
and Alumni Relations

Hello, everyone! As we enter a new decade (can you
believe it is 2020?), let’s take a look back at a few
highlights of 2019 and look ahead at what is in store for
Cleveland University-Kansas City in 2020.
Our flagship program, the College of Chiropractic,
has experienced growth and has an upward trend
in enrollment. The Chiropractic Health Center has
added exciting opportunities for our interns. We have
expanded our relationship with the Kansas City Veterans
Administration Hospital, which increases the capacity to
provide additional clinical experience for up to 48 interns
annually.
Additionally, we are looking to expand our relationship
with Kansas City Care Clinic to add more hours at the
facility as the demand for chiropractic care increases.
In this issue of the Clevelander, you can read about our
new relationship with Caritas Clinics Inc.
The University has been in communication with several
Veterans Administration healthcare facilities throughout
the country. Our goal is to develop opportunities
where our interns will be eligible to participate in
preceptorships. This looks promising and we anticipate
moving forward with these relationships in 2020.

Vice President, Academic
Affairs and Dean, College
of Health Sciences
I’m pleased to share with you updates on several of
the projects realized in 2019 as part of our ongoing
commitment and focus on student success.
CUKC added its second programmatic accreditation
when the American Council of Occupational Therapy
Education (ACOTE) voted to grant our Occupational
Therapy Assistant degree program the status of
Accreditation in December.
The University also attained continued accreditation
status from the Higher Learning Commission (HLC)
in 2019. Our Doctor of Chiropractic degree program
remains accredited by the Council on Chiropractic
Education (CCE), which oversees the regulatory and
educational standards for chiropractic education
providers. Now, CUKC is preparing for the 2021 CCE
report and is continually seeking opportunities to
enhance the educational experience.
Recently, the College of Chiropractic reported that our
students maintain a four-year average NBCE pass-rate of
95%.

Also, I am excited to announce that the University is
partnering with the Christian Chiropractic Association in
sponsoring a mission trip to the Dominican Republic in
2020. There will be three interns and a member of the
clinical staff participating in this initial trip.

CUKC launched a new Learning Management System
(LMS) in 2019. The LMS provides instructors with the
means to deliver course content, interactive media,
and resources online. Students use the LMS to turn in
assignments and stay current with their coursework. The
LMS also facilitates two-way conversations between
faculty and students, and communication among
students.

In 2019 we co-sponsored a Spring Fling Getaway in
Buena Park, Calif. It was a great opportunity to connect
with our Los Angeles alums. Also, Homecoming 2019
experienced a fantastic turn-out.

In addition to LMS resources, CUKC increased access to
online databases and e-books for students and faculty.
The Library provides powerful search capabilities and
full-text access to more than 5,500 e-journals.

The success and excitement of this event is a good
reminder for us to save the date for Homecoming 2020,
Oct. 9-11. More details are to come. For continuing
education opportunities please visit cleveland.edu/
alumni/continuing-education/.

All that we’ve accomplished and continue to support
would not be possible without our dedicated team of
faculty, staff, and administrators. In 2019, we added new
full-time and part-time employees to become 142 strong!

It’s my hope you and your loved ones had a great 2019
and all of you enjoy good health, happiness and success
in the new decade! As always, be safe and be well.

As you explore this publication, I hope you sense the
excitement at CUKC and see how we’re living the
University’s mission to provide strong, student-centered,
academic and professional education.
Leadership Messages
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Degrees of Success: OTA,
Radiologic Technology Programs
Starting new degree programs comes with some degree of risk, and also the promise of
success. The newest CUKC degree programs, launched in 2017, are delivering the skills
and talents employers want in healthcare support roles.

Occupational Therapy
Assistant (OTA)
In addition to graduating its first class in December 2019,
the biggest news for the Associate of Applied Science in
Occupational Therapy Assistant degree program came in
December: full accreditation by the American Council of
Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE).
“ACOTE voted to grant our OTA degree program
the status of accreditation for five years,” Dr. Cheryl
Carpenter-Davis, vice president of academic affairs and
dean, College of Health Sciences, said.
ACOTE personnel were at the University’s Overland Park
campus in October 2019 to conduct the two-and-a-halfday on-site evaluation. The rigorous ACOTE accreditation
review process confirms that OTA programs are compliant
with the ACOTE accreditation standards for programs
awarding the associate of applied science degree in
occupational therapy assistant.
Like many new degree programs, the occupational
therapy assistant program started small and is building
momentum. The University began accepting students in
January 2017 while the OTA program was in candidacy
status.
“We graduated our inaugural class in December 2019
with three students,” Rachel Eisfelder, OTA program
director, said. “We have nine more students in our OTA
program now, and have the capacity to enroll up to 15
students per term.”
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There is clear evidence showing occupational therapy
provides for better and more efficient outcomes,
Eisfelder said. A 2016 study by Johns Hopkins University
researchers found that occupational therapy was the
only spending category that had a statistically significant
impact on hospital readmissions for heart failure,
pneumonia, and heart attack. Occupational therapy has
also proved beneficial for school-age children, helping
them reach their potential.
A 2019 Business Insider report rated occupational
therapy assistant as #16 on its list of 25 high-paying jobs
with an associate degree.

Radiologic Technology Program
A second Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree
offering, in radiologic technology, also has experienced
success. Experts agree the emergence of diagnostic
imaging technology is making the diagnosis of conditions
and disorders safer and easier. Radiologic technologists
are on the Business Insider top-25 list of jobs with an
associate degree, coming in at #18.

Elliott noted all graduates to date have a 100% pass
rate on the American Registry of Radiologic Technology
(ARRT) national exam.

“When I told my friends and family that I was planning
to pursue a career in radiology at CUKC, they were very
excited for me,” Abigail Loudon ’19 said. “One great thing
about this field is that there are so many paths you can
take once you become a registered technologist.”

Through December 2019, the Radiologic Technology
program has graduated nine students. There are 26
students in the program as of spring 2020.

Loudon, who graduated cum laude from the two-year
radiologic technology program in December 2019, found
the CUKC program was a good fit for her talents, and the
environment was encouraging.
“The combination of patient care and technology in the
radiologic technologist role was appealing,” Loudon
said. “I liked the fact that the class sizes were small. You
definitely got a lot of one-on-one help and I got to know
my classmates and instructors better.”
Jason Elliott, radiologic technology program director, said
feedback about the program’s graduates has been very
positive. He cited one area radiology program manager
as noting, “All of the students that have been here have
been great people and will be awesome techs... it’s great
that you teach (students) positioning and basics before
they come in. I would definitely refer someone looking to
get into an X-ray program to CUKC.”

“Students take the test immediately after graduation.
Passing the test makes them eligible for employment as a
radiologic technologist nationwide,” Elliott said.

Both A.A.S. degree programs align well with the
CUKC mission of health promotion through education,
scholarship, and service, Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III,
president, said.
The program directors say their degree programs each fit
the CUKC mission in specific, yet distinct ways.
“Occupational therapy practitioners treat those injured,
or with disabilities or developmental challenges through
the therapeutic use of everyday activities,” Eisfelder said.
“They help people develop, recover, and improve, as
well as maintain the skills they need for daily living and
working.”
In radiologic technology, Elliott said, “It’s the physicians
who make the crucial decisions about patient diagnosis
and treatment, yet it’s the radiologic technologist – the
radiographer – who leads the way in how to accurately
and safely position a patient for the inside views
physicians want.”
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Viewpoints
Keeping you up-to-date about your University

CUKC Completes HLC Accreditation
Assurance Self-Study Report
In June, Cleveland University-Kansas City submitted its
2019 Accreditation Assurance document to the Higher
Learning Commission (HLC), CUKC’s regional accrediting
body.

2nd Year Success:
Anatomy &
Physiology Camp 2019

Dr. Cheryl Carpenter-Davis, vice president of academic
affairs and dean, College of Health Sciences, said the
University attained continued accreditation status from
the HLC in October 2019.

In 2018, CUKC launched a new kind of immersive
experience for area high school students who see
themselves entering the science and healthcare fields:
a CUKC Anatomy & Physiology Camp. Thirteen students
attended the camp, showing there was a hunger for
Science/Technology/Engineering/Math (STEM) subjects in
the Kansas City region.

HLC is one of six regional accreditors recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education, and accredits colleges and
universities in a 19-state region of the United States.

In June 2019, the five-day camp held on-campus
attracted 22 juniors and seniors from Blue Springs and
Blue Springs South high schools.

New Partnership with Caritas Clinics Inc.
Expands Area Healthcare Access
In concert with the CUKC mission of promoting better
health across the community, increased access to
chiropractic care for the public is happening thanks to
a new partnership between Caritas Clinics, Inc. and the
CUKC Chiropractic Health Center.
The partnership launched in June 2019 on a limited
schedule at the Duchesne Clinic, in Kansas City, Kan.
There, almost 80% of patients are Hispanic, and many
require bilingual interpretation services.
“We’re helping an underserved local population have
access to the healthcare they deserve,” Dr. Jason
Qualls, assistant dean of clinical education, said. “At the
same time, CUKC chiropractic students get hands-on
experience serving the community.”

CUKC Receives New Cox Table Model 8
The Cox table is part of the University’s chiropractic
technique simulation lab, which marries technology
with technique instruction. An anonymous donation in
2019 covered a substantial portion of the table’s cost.
The CUKC College of Chiropractic is one of the first
chiropractic schools in the nation to have this new
force-sensing equipment.
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“Our College of Health Sciences and College of
Chiropractic faculty spent months designing this summer
camp curriculum,” Dr. Carpenter-Davis, vice president of
academic affairs and dean, College of Health Sciences
said. “It’s exciting to see the students engage and
interact.”
More importantly, she said the students get exposed to a
deeper level of education than they could in high school
curriculums.

Paid Volunteer Service Hours for CUKC
Faculty, Staff
In 2019, at the request of the University’s Wellness
C.R.E.W., the CUKC Executive Council has granted paid
volunteer service leave for faculty and staff.
Each full-time employee will receive 12 hours per year
and each benefit eligible, part-time employee will receive
six hours per year.
Employees may use this time to volunteer with any
nonprofit organization. Each trimester the Wellness
C.R.E.W. will organize a volunteer activity for those who
want to participate.

Dr. Cleveland Receives Honor
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, president, was named a 2019
“Icon of Education” by Kansas City-based Ingram’s
magazine in 2019. According to the publication, the
honorees were chosen because each “demonstrated
a lifelong commitment to improving the lives of their
students and, by extension, the health of the region, for
decades to come.”
Cleveland was among only 10 educators in the region
named to the prestigious list. While recognizing the
honor, he attributed his inclusion to the efforts of many.
In the Ingram’s article, Cleveland noted the significant
accomplishments were, “The strength of the University’s
educational programs, and its well-credentialed, and
experienced faculty.”

Another research-related accomplishment occurred when
a paper regarding opioid use by Dr. Mark Pfefer, director
of research at CUKC, was accepted by the Kansas
Prescription Drug and Opioid Advisory Committee for
presentation at the Kansas Opioid Conference.
Titled Potential Opioid Use Reduction with Chiropractic
Care and Other Complementary Health Care
Interventions: A Narrative Review, the presentation
addressed the growing concern over opioid usage and
how it can be curtailed through the use of chiropractic
care and other non-pharmaceutical interventions.

Research Says: CUKC Makes its Mark
Members of the CUKC Research Department made
several research contributions during the 26th Annual
Association of Chiropractic Colleges (ACC) Research
Agenda Conference (RAC) held in March 2019.
Commonly known as ACC-RAC, the annual meeting offers
a collection of noteworthy research in the chiropractic
profession. The yearly event offers those in attendance
the opportunity to broaden their knowledge through peer
research.
Researchers from CUKC had several works accepted,
including 10 platform presentations and six
poster presentations, along with one workshop
presentation.

#CUKCinsight Series Launched
In 2019, CUKC launched an interview series
designed to offer a personal glimpse into what
it’s like to be a Clevelander. The series includes
videos, blogs, and social media. Features highlight
alumni, like Dr. Justin Grabouski ’09 and Dr. Emily
McLeod ’00 (shown here), as well as students,
and faculty. Find the series playlist on youtube.com/
clevelandcollege, and stay tuned for more in 2020!
Viewpoints
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2019 Standard Process Scholarship 		
to Rachel Wanninger
Doctor of chiropractic (D.C.) degree student Rachel
Wanninger was the 2019 recipient of the $2,500 Standard
Process Scholarship.
Wanninger was presented the scholarship check by
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, CUKC president, on behalf of
Standard Process, Inc. The scholarship recognizes a D.C.
student who is strong academically, and who has made
contributions outside the classroom. Wanninger will
graduate with her D.C. degree in 2021.
Students applying for the financial gift are required to
have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, and to have
at least one trimester remaining at CUKC. Applicants
were required to submit a list of their contributions to
the chiropractic profession, the community, and the
University.

2019
Distinguished
Teaching Award
to Dr. Barlett
In December 2019, Dr. Paul Barlett became the
second recipient of the annual Distinguished Teaching
Award (DTA). Dr. Christena Nicholson, a former CUKC
administrator, established the award to recognize those
who are directly involved with teaching students at
CUKC.
“The purpose of the Distinguished Teaching Award is
to recognize and reward exemplary faculty,” Dr. CherylCarpenter Davis, vice president of academic affairs and
dean, College of Health Sciences, said.

Now That’s Student Involvement

Barlett joined the CUKC faculty in 1987 and serves as the
professor of anatomy in the Basic Sciences Department.
Through the years, he has taught all the anatomy classes
that are part of the University’s curriculum. An excerpt
from a student’s nomination form reads:

In a sign of student engagement that has become a point
of pride for CUKC, 68 members of the Student American
Chiropractic Association (SACA) chapter at CUKC made
their presence known at 2019’s National Chiropractic
Leadership Conference (NCLC).

“Dr. Barlett truly embodies what it means to be a great
teacher. He makes the content relevant and easier to
understand. He is so engaged; it would be hard to not
pay attention in his classes. I believe I am becoming a
better student because of the way he teaches.”

The event offers chiropractors, chiropractic students,
and friends of the profession an opportunity to gather in
our nation’s capital to advocate for the profession and to
lobby members of Congress in support of chiropractic
legislative efforts.

In December 2018, students and faculty chose Dr.
Shannon Vandaveer as the first recipient of the award. Dr.
Vandaveer joined CUKC in January 2014, teaching basic
science courses in immunology and microbiology.

The CUKC students, along with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III,
CUKC president, and Dr. Richard Day, director of clinical
operations for the CUKC Chiropractic Health Center,
joined nearly 800 of their fellow chiropractic advocates
for the conference.

Interested in keeping up-to-date with CUKC
accomplishments, awards, and news? 			
Visit cleveland.edu/news-archive/
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Faculty are nominated by students and fellow faculty.
In addition to excellence in teaching, criteria include
modeling integrity and accountability, promoting
community involvement and global healthcare, and
demonstrating innovation, creative approaches to
education, and embracing instructional technology.
DTA recipients receive a $500 award. A perpetual plaque
in the South lobby displays recipients’ names.

In Academia: CUKC Research
News and Updates
The Research Department at CUKC continues to stay
active. According to Dr. Mark Pfefer, director of research,
the department was involved with a variety of projects in
2019, including 15 research presentations, and 18 others
that were either abstracts, book chapters, or articles.

Key
Bold = CUKC faculty

Bold/Italic = CUKC Adjunct Research Faculty
Italic = CUKC student
Plain Text = Collaborative Researcher

Published Abstracts, Book Chapters,
and Articles
Baier J., Pfefer M., Wates R., Thomas D. “Implicit bias
among chiropractic students and program faculty.” J Chiro
Educ 2019;33(1).
Bloink T., Blum C. “Chiropractic care for a patient suffering a
slip and fall and craniofacial trauma: a case report.” J Chiro
Educ 2019;33(1).

Bloink T., Blum C. “Chiropractic care of professional hockey
player suffering from multiple concussions: a case report.” J
Chiro Educ 2019;33(1 ).

Blum C. “Cranial therapeutic applications to facilitate
dentofacial growth and development in a 5O-year old adult
female: a case report.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).
Gilmore R., Morrison R., Pfefer M., Berg J. “Asymmetry of
paired occipital condyle convergence angles.” J Chiro Educ
2019;33(1).
Pfefer M., Halloran J., Gilmore R., Hoover N. “Plantar plate
injury: a case study and review of conservative versus
surgical management.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).
Pfefer M., Scavuzzo A., Gilmore R., Hoover N., Berg J.,
Qualls J. “Survey of attitudes of doctor of chiropractic
interns’ dress and appearance.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).

Blum C., Lin J. “A survey of chiropractic students and recent
graduates on their experiences in chiropractic adjusting lab
or class.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).
Peñaloza F. “Graduation percentage: an indicator of student
success.” Educational Researcher (In Review).

Bloink T., Blum C. “Mal de Debarquement Syndrome and
atypical vertigo: a case report.” Platform presentation. J
Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).

Wilson J., Pfefer M., Wates R., Sandefur R., McDonald W.
“Attitudes and perceptions of chiropractic healthcare in the
U.S.: an online survey” (In press JMPT).

Blum C. “A chiropractic and dental perspective and the
three faces of forward head posture: differential diagnosis is
the key for optimal outcomes.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).

Wates R., Pfefer M., Wilson J. “Attitudes and perceptions of
chiropractic healthcare among minority respondents in the
U.S.: an online survey” (Submission JMPT).

Gerardo R., Blum C. “Interdisciplinary care of a 44-year old
male patient with obstructive sleep apnea secondary to a
class two division malocclusion.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).

Agocs S. “Emerging treatments require evidence-informed
inquiry.” Chiropractic Economics. Issue 4: March 11, 2019.

Hamel R., Blum C. “SOT cranial therapy for the treatment of
pediatric torticollis: a chiropractic case report.” J Chiro Educ
2019;33(1).
Heese N., Pfefer M., Wilson J., Agocs S., Berg J., Gilmore
R. “Forces associated with cervical stair-step technique.” J
Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).
Mersky J., Blum C., Gerardo R. “Conservative chiropractic
care for a post-traumatically induced C6/7 intraforaminal
disc herniation in a 43-year old woman.” J Chiro Educ
2019;33(1).
Peñaloza F., Wilson J., Pfefer M. “Academic indicators as
predictors of student success.” J Chiro Educ 2019;33(1).

Research Presentations
Baier J., Pfefer M., Wates R., Thomas D. “Implicit bias
among chiropractic students and program faculty.” Platform
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Bloink T., Blum C. “Chiropractic care for a patient suffering a
slip and fall and craniofacial trauma: a case report.” Platform
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Bloink T., Blum C. “Mal de Debarquement Syndrome and
atypical vertigo: a case report.” Platform presentation.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Pfefer M., Qualls J., Wilson J., Gilmore R., Berg J. “Preparticipation sports cardiac screening: a review.” J Chiro
Educ 2019;33(1).
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Blum C. “A chiropractic and dental perspective and the
three faces of forward head posture: differential diagnosis
is the key for optimal outcomes.” Platform presentation.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Blum C., Lin J. “A survey of chiropractic students and recent
graduates on their experiences in chiropractic adjusting lab
or class.” Poster presentation. Association of Chiropractic
Colleges Research Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore,
Maryland.

Gerardo R., Blum C. “Interdisciplinary care of a 44-year old
male patient with obstructive sleep apnea secondary to
a class two division malocclusion.” Platform presentation.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Starmer D., Hollandsworth D., Russell E., Wilson J., Grande
S., Bartosik A., Lardon A. “Assessing competencies in
the performance of spinal manipulation.” Workshop.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Hamel R., Blum C. “SOT cranial therapy for the treatment
of pediatric torticollis: a chiropractic case report.” Platform
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Gleberzon B., Good C., Blum C. “Toward the development
of a standardized chiropractic technique program.”
Workshop. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Heese N., Pfefer M., Wilson J., Agocs S., Berg J., Gilmore
R. “Forces associated with cervical stair-step technique.”
Platform presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges
Research Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Cooper S., Pfefer M., Buckles C., Gilmore R. “Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma presenting as back pain: a case study.” Poster
presentation. 15th World Federation of Chiropractic
Biennial Congress – 2019 European Chiropractors’ Union
Convention. Berlin, Germany.

Mersky J., Blum C., Gerardo R. “Conservative chiropractic
care for a post-traumatically induced C6/7 intraforaminal
disc herniation in a 43-year old woman.” Platform
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Penaloza F., Wilson J., Pfefer M. “Academic indicators
as predictors of student success.” Platform presentation.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Pfefer M., Qualls J., Wilson J., Gilmore R., Berg J. “Preparticipation sports cardiac screening: a review.” Platform
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Bloink T., Blum C. “Chiropractic care of professional hockey
player suffering from multiple concussions: a case report.”
Poster presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges
Research Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.

Blum C. “Cranial therapeutic applications to facilitate
dentofacial growth and development in a 50-year old adult
female: a case report.” Poster presentation. Association of
Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda Conference 2019,
Baltimore, Maryland.
Gilmore R., Morrison R., Pfefer M., Berg J. “Asymmetry
of paired occipital condyle convergence angles.” Poster
presentation. Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research
Agenda Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
Pfefer M., Halloran J., Gilmore R., Hoover N. “Plantar plate
injury: a case study and review of conservative versus
surgical management.” Poster presentation. Association of
Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda Conference 2019,
Baltimore, Maryland.
Pfefer M., Scavuzzo A., Gilmore R., Hoover N., Berg J,
Qualls J. “Survey of attitudes of doctor of chiropractic
interns’ dress and appearance.” Poster presentation.
Association of Chiropractic Colleges Research Agenda
Conference 2019, Baltimore, Maryland.
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Pfefer M., Gilmore R., Berg J., Studin M., Owens W.
“Reduction of opioid use associated with chiropractic care:
a narrative review.” Platform presentation. Kansas Public
Health Association Annual Fall Conference 2019. Wichita,
Kansas.

Berg J., Gilmore R., Hoover N., Pfefer M. “Tick-borne illness:
a review of diagnosis and management, and implications for
chiropractors.” Poster presentation. Kansas Public Health
Association Annual Fall Conference 2019. Wichita, Kansas.
Gilmore R., Pfefer M., Berg J. “Fall prevention and
chiropractic care: a narrative review.” Poster Presentation.
Kansas Public Health Association Annual Fall Conference
2019. Wichita, Kansas.
Peñaloza F. “Undergraduate percentage as an indicator
of student success.” Association for Institutional Research
Conference. 2019. Denver, Colorado.
Peñaloza F. “Academic indicators as predictors of student
success.” Assessment Matters Regional Community College
Assessment Conference. 2019. Overland Park, Kansas.
Peñaloza F., Puncochar J. “Assessment Planning.”
Workshop. Higher Learning Commission Annual
Conference. 2019. Chicago, Illinois.
Peñaloza F. “Academic indicators as predictors of student
success.” Mid-American Association for Institutional
Research Conference. 2019. Kansas City, Missouri.
Peñaloza F. “Undergraduate graduation percentage as
an indicator of student success.” 2019. MidAmerican
Association for Institutional Research Conference. 2019.
Kansas City, Missouri.

The Many Faces
of Giving in 2019
Sunderland Foundation
Cleveland University-Kansas City received a $75,000
grant from the Sunderland Foundation to construct a
Teaching and Learning Center on the CUKC campus.
The center will be located in the Ruth R. Cleveland
Memorial Library, and will create an enhanced learning
environment for students.
Kansas Health Foundation
The Kansas Health Foundation awarded a $25,000 grant
to the University to help increase access to chiropractic
care for underserved populations. The funds will be used
to raise awareness of chiropractic to the public, and to
promote the availability of chiropractic care on campus and
at outreach clinics.
William Harris Foundation

The William Harris Foundation provided a $200,000
grant for the purchase of equipment. This encompasses
everything from therapy equipment in the clinics to
technology for the new Teaching and Learning Center.
The grant will be paid in increments over five years.
Cleveland Family Foundation
A grant of $40,000 was given in 2019 by the Carl &
Elizabeth Cleveland Family Foundation. Dr. Carl S.
Cleveland III and Mrs. Elizabeth Cleveland continue
to impact the University with their generous support
through the Cleveland College Foundation Fund, Inc.

Laser Advanced
Donates Equipment
Students in the College of Chiropractic now have access
to some of the most current laser therapy available
thanks to the generosity of two CUKC alumni.
Drs. Chad ’12 and Curt Welter ’15 are practitioners
who also own Laser Advanced, a laser manufacturing
company. They donated the equipment so student interns
could use high-intensity laser therapy when treating
patients in the CUKC Chiropractic Health Center.
Spencer C. Duncan Make it Count Foundation
The Spencer C. Duncan Make It Count Foundation
continued to offer its support for student veteran
scholarships in 2019. This was the third consecutive year
the foundation contributed funds to CUKC, the first two
years at $2,500, and an increase to $3,000 during 2019.
Lakin Family Foundation
The Lakin Family Foundation continues to be a generous
contributor to the University and has made grants in
three consecutive years, 2017-19 ($20,000; $10,000;
and $15,000 respectively). Dr. Jerry A. Lakin, a 1963
graduate of Cleveland-LA, has directed this support and
designated the gifts as unrestricted, which allows the
University to use the funds for unanticipated needs and
new opportunities.

With Gratitude to Our Donors
(Sept. 1, 2018 to Aug. 31, 2019)
Anonymous
Ernst Anrig, D.C.
Thomas Ashe, D.C.
Avant Wellness Systems, Inc.
Megan Baginski, D.C.
Paul Barlett, Ph. D.
Clark Beckley, D.C.
Joseph Bowles, D.C.
Helen Boyer (Estate)
Boyer & Corporon Wealth 		
Management, LLC
Carol Brewer
Lauri Brownrigg
James Burkhart, D.C.
Cheryl Carpenter-Davis, Ed.D.
CHIROMED Family Health 		
Center

				

Cleveland Chiropractic 		
College Alumni Association
Elizabeth Cleveland
Carl Cleveland, D.C.
Carolyn Cox, Ph.D.
Carlisle DeAtley, D.C.
Jorge Delgado, D.C.
Carl DiCapo
Charles Eddy, D.C.
James Flanagan, CPA
Patrick Hammond, D.C.
Ned Heese, D.C.
Gary Huddleston, D.C.
Albert Kalter, D.C.
Kansas Independent
College Fund
Luis Marquez, D.C.

A business reply envelope is provided for the convenience of
making your gift to the Cleveland College Foundation Fund,
Inc. or contribute securely online at Cleveland.edu/give.

J. Dale Marrant
Stuart Martin, D.C.
Larry Matney, D.C.
L. Russell Matthias, D.C.
Edward McKenzie, D.C.
Timothy Meng, D.C.
Brian Mestdagh, D.C.
Mestdagh Chiropractic
Kimberly Morris
Joseph Myers, D.C.
David Newcomb, D.C.
David Pamer, D.C.
Amy Piersol
Bradley Ratzlaff
Thomas Rhee, D.C.
Ruth Sandefur, D.C.
Richard Schmitt

Jeffrey Spencer, D.C.
Spencer C. Duncan Make It
Count Foundation
Student Council
Unity Church of
Overland Park
Bradley Verburg, D.C.
Carolyn Webster
Rosemarie Wilson, D.C.
Jon Wilson, D.C.
Kim Yoo, D.C.
Kam Yuen, D.C.

Please email foundation@cleveland.edu
regarding errors or omissions.
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Grow Your
Legacy
Cleveland Legacy Society Members
are individuals who have committed to
providing an estate gift of any amount
that furthers the University’s mission. If
you are considering including Cleveland
in your estate plans, please seek the
advice of your financial or legal advisor.
Contact foundation@cleveland.edu or call		
913-234-0617 to learn more about planned
giving and to join the Cleveland Legacy
Society today.
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The Honor of Service
The time and talents of alumni improve our world and our lives. It’s inspiring
to hear about those who are giving back. It’s also time to tell us how you’re
making a difference.

In examining the commitment, vision, and talent of
CUKC’s family of alumni, students, faculty, and staff, it’s
clear that so many of them are doing their part to serve
others. Their stories serve as a vital reminder that by
thinking about one’s unique abilities, the ways to make a
difference are nearly endless.
In seeking to capture how Clevelanders are living out
their commitment to changing the world for the better,
it’s obvious this article is incomplete. We know there are
many more stories of Clevelanders discovering and filling
unique needs, and anticipating future ones.
As we approach our centennial, we’re excited to
commemorate what we do for others. That’s why we
need your help. We can’t wait to hear from you!

Serving to Advance Education
Perhaps the most obvious way for someone who’s
benefitted from a high-quality, healthcare-focused
degree program is to help advance education.
One case in point: Drs. Chad ’12 and Curt Welter ’15.
They donated emerging laser therapy equipment to the
CUKC Chiropractic Health Center for instructional use
and patient care.

Service to Community Leadership
Encompassing all that alumni, faculty, staff, and students
do to improve their communities would take an entire
issue of the Clevelander (actually, perhaps more than
one). What can be done in this issue is to highlight a few
examples that show alumni who are leveraging their
talents to fit a recognized community need.
One example is Dr. Stephanie De La Torre ’96, who,
along with running a chiropractic practice, was a past
chairman of the Board of Directors at the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas. Her other
leadership roles include helping women via Hope House
and the Heartland Women’s Leadership Council.
Dr. Michelle Robin ’92 is a board member for the YMCA
of Greater Kansas City and chair of board development.
In addition to her chiropractic practice, Robin founded
Kansas City’s BigShifts Foundation in 2017. Her other
outreach activities include the Helzberg Entrepreneurial
Mentoring Program, KC Free Health Clinic, SAFEHOME,
Menorah Legacy Foundation, and serving on committees
for WIN For KC and Go Red for Women.

Dr. Christina Nicholson: She served the University as
director of institutional effectiveness. Inspired by her
educational experience, she established the CUKC
Distinguished Teaching Award. This endowed fund
allows the award to be given each year to a faculty
member.
You could also point out the many alumni who take time
away from their practice to provide valuable insight
into the realities and opportunities in the chiropractic
profession. They accept invitations to speak at CUKC
student clubs and informal gatherings, attend special
events, answer questions at open houses, and allow
shadowing at chiropractic practices.
The Honor of Service
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Serving in Chiropractic Leadership
Did you know both the International Chiropractic
Association (ICA) and the American Chiropractic
Association (ACA) have been represented at CUKC
since 1977? CUKC, as a result of its mission and values,
creates leaders whose impact is broad and deep, both in
healthcare and in the chiropractic profession.
Here’s a compiled list of alumni who are currently
contributing their time and expertise to the ICA:
•
•
•
•

Dr. Timothy E. Meng ’66
Dr. Andrew L. Harding ’89
Dr. David Zak ’83
Dr. Reed Shiraki ’98

For the ACA, these alumni deserve recognition for
their work as current members of the ACA House of
Delegates.
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. Leo Bronston ’77
Dr. Victor Helo ’00
Dr. Mark Balderston ’78
Dr. Tobi Jeurink ’01
Dr. Richard Santelli ’81

CUKC alumni are also active in the Kansas Chiropractic
Association (KCA):
• Dr. Justin Fulk ’05
• Dr. Bradley Pyle ’10
• Dr. Tobi Jeurink ’01
KCA Board of Directors:
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. April Green ’07
Dr. Cole Pasternak ’15
Dr. Alvin Schwerdtfager ’83
Dr. Brock Wells ’14
Dr. Jessica Loveless ’17

On the Missouri Chiropractic Physicians Association
(MCPA) Executive Board:
• Dr. Paul Dupuis ’07
• Dr. Doran Nicholson ’80
• Dr. L. Russell Matthias ’74
16
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MCPA Board of Directors:
• Dr. David Cosner ’83
• Dr. Mark Pressley ’88
• Dr. Kelley Kirchner ’06
Serving on the Missouri Board of Chiropractic Examiners:
• Dr. Gary Carver ’70
• Dr. Darren Kirchner ’07
For the Kansas Board of Healing Arts:
• Dr. Steven Gould ’89
• Dr. Mark Balderston ’78
For the Iowa Chiropractic Society:
• Dr. Laura Rehmer ’08
And, with more than 10,500 alumni worldwide, it’s
fitting that alumni are involved in organizations such as
the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE).
In 2018, Dr. John Nab ’94 began a two-year term as
treasurer, and he also serves on the NBCE board as an
at-large member.
Dr. Ryan Burdick ’19 is among those who are seeking
to improve healthcare policy. Burdick is part of a Yale
University/Veterans Administration team looking at how
health systems can increase care to high-value services/
lower-cost treatments such as spinal manipulative
therapy (SMT) and rehabilitation exercises.
The University also acknowledges
our current students. In
addition to taking on
a comprehensive
healthcare
curriculum, they
advocate for their
patients and
profession.

Service with Grassroots Impact
Initiatives and support activities with grassroots impact
often go overlooked because, well, they often spring up
from less well-known opportunities. You’ll find alumni
involved in service activities, both big and small.
A small sampling of this variety:
• Dr. Robert (Robby) Ray ’17 hosted a bike donation
drive during the holiday season. His efforts resulted
in donations of more than 165 bikes for kids who
couldn’t afford them.
• Dr. Abby Hanson ’19 made a commitment to her
community in her first year of operating a practice
by getting involved with Habitat for Humanity.
• Drs. Jake Akerson ’07 and Aron Ferguson ’10
worked with a variety of nonprofits to support
communities in their Lincoln, Neb., area: the Lincoln
Food Bank, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation-Nebraska
Chapter, Team Jack Foundation, and Clinic With A
Heart.
• Jessica Taylor ’08 personalized her service
commitment to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Kansas
City by becoming a big sister to 15-year-old Deja.
Her practice also sponsors a yearly benefit event for
the organization.

When asked, our alumni are quick to say faculty and staff
do their part to remind them of living out the University’s
vision and mission, which translates into “being involved
with the community” when they graduate.
Too often, the act of “giving back” is only interpreted as
waiting until later in life or by grand gestures. The big
take-away, it seems, is much simpler. Each of us can do
good for our community, our profession, and our alma
mater.

How Are You Making a
Difference?
Tell us what you’ve put back into the world. Go to
Cleveland.edu/alumni-news, send an email to alumni@
cleveland.edu, or write to us at Cleveland UniversityKansas City, ATTN: Marketing Communications, Suite
2045, 10850 Lowell Ave, Overland Park, Kan. 66210.

The more than 20 CUKC student clubs also do community
service projects. Throughout the academic year, you’ll
see CUKC students hosting bake sales, winter coat drives,
and participating in activities for nonprofit organizations
such as Oklahaven, Don Bosco Center, Harvesters, and
others.

The Honor of Service
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2019 Scholarship Recipients

2019 Cleveland College Foundation Scholarship Recipients: (In alphabetical order) Bailey Aiken, Jessi Aufrecht, Levi

Benson, Brianna Biehl, Megan Birdsey, Daniel Burrell, Jaden Butcher, Kali Carson, Melissa Couce, Katherine Davis, Jade Dryden, Rick Folten, Rachel
Gilmore, Kaitlin Hampton, Danielle Hayworth, Mikayla Helsper, Nathan High, Melissa Hirschman, Amanda Houston, Carlyn Jackson, Iscis Johnson,
Seth Kotzman, Anthony Krohn, Hanna Lane, Sebastien Ledoux, Tess Lowenstein, Lauren Lueth, Kenneth Luong, Kayla Marquardt, Heidi Marshall,
Kane Martin, Cody Mason, Corbin Mixon, Alejandro Montoya-Beltran, Jordyn Davis, Kelsey Painter, Tes Peters, Marina Phillips, Kayla Pretti, Brit’ny
Richardson, Asheli Rinella, Shelby Ripperger, David Rosas, Aya Rowe, Noah Rubinetti, Alyssa Rudzik, Tristan Russell, Alexandra Scavuzzo, Collin Sears,
Barbara Sexton, Hanna Songer, Robert Spraggs, Madisyn Uhing, Madison Werth.

Congratulations, Graduates!
Spring 2019

2019 Spring Graduating Class: (Front row, l-r) Jesse Schultz, Corey Wilsey, Cassidy Do, Luke Cox, Kaylee Kolar, Kaitlyn

Belisle, Maithy Ta, Nicholas Swickard (2nd row, l-r) Christopher Hance, Ryan Grenier, Jessica Porter, Whitney Smith, Tara Corwin,
Whitney Haase, Dev’n Moran, Dereck McNary (3rd row, l-r) Christopher Spencer, Reed Hartshorn, Kyle Hedlund, Nolan Clausen,
Ryan Burdick, Drake Kayser, Nathan Hoover, Loren Liming.
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Congrats, Graduates!

Summer 2019

2019 Summer Graduating Class: (Front row, l-r) Yacey Young, Colette Peabody, Jennifer Shafer, Makenna Conway, Kenya

Laser, Sophia Chang, Jennifer Boggess, Melanie Evans, Karlee Yocum*, Lauren Strickler (2nd row, l-r) Aaron Bartlett, Derek Mobley,
Chase Blaha, Hali Banda, Jessica Langel, Lisa Vawter, Ashton Hoffman, Jocelyn Tierney, Kurtis Mlinar, BreAnne Chevrette, Jessica
Mobley, Grace Robertson, Kimberly Bruce, Hollie Radig, Ian Dempsey* (3rd row, l-r) Zachary Beims, Blake Wetzel, Zachary Jaskinia,
Kody Chastain, Daniel Holt, Nicholas Boris, Tyler Panko, Jordan Peterson, Roger Brady, Zachary Nelson, Brandon Cascio, Tyler
Klimek. *Inaugural class of the Radiologic Technology program at CUKC		

Fall 2019

2019 Fall Graduating Class: (Front row, l-r) Chenoa Rhoades, Iscis Johnson, Tanna Leipard, Zachary Kucera, Laura Paw,

Jennifer Railey, Sydney Olson-Griess, Jessica Gustafson, Jordan Bell, Adam Axmear, Hannah Venus, Drew Jordan, Khai Huynh,
Brianna Reed*, Grace Linville* (2nd row, l-r) Morgan Thomsen, Chelsea Mallory, Abigail Loudon, Joshua Whitmore, Erica Keeney,
Kylar McCann, Katie Whelan, Alyssa O’Connor, Alexander Hernandez, Kyle Koerner, Branden Ramos, Dieudonne Moise-Birch, Justin
Davies*, Dakota Vaughn, Jordan Burke (3rd row, l-r) Casey Poss, Kailee Geosling, Alexandria Robart, Taylor Luetkemeyer, Katherine
Manning, Kendra Taiclet, Jackson Berg, Kelly Tonning, Kylan Bennett, Casey Coons, Dalton Brunner, Phillip Doyle (4th row, l-r)
Blake Laursen, Tyler Gaines, Troy Thramer, Dakota Boellstorff, Casey Holt, Robert Sheets, Spencer Venus, Alexander Plendl, Tad
Thompson, Taylor Haak, Dalton Sealey, Brenton Olson, Sawyer Fenske. 						
*Inaugural class of the Occupational Therapy Assistant program at CUKC

Congrats, Graduates!
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In Memoriam: Dr. Chuck Eddy
On Sept. 5, 2019, Cleveland
University-Kansas City (CUKC) lost
one of its most distinguished alumni
with the passing of Dr. Charles A.
“Chuck” Eddy. A 1970 graduate of
Cleveland-KC, Eddy was a long-time
champion of chiropractic and his
alma mater. For nearly 50 years he
served as an active alumnus of the
University, in such positions as Chair
of the Board of Trustees, Chair of the
Alumni Association, and as director
of the Cleveland College Foundation.
In addition to his service to
CUKC, Eddy was also active in
city government for many years
in Kansas City. He was elected to
represent the city’s 6th district and
served his constituents on the city
council from 1999-2007. He served
as chair of several committees
during his time at city hall, including
Transportation, Finance, Operations
and Neighborhood Development. In
2009, he was also named chief-ofstaff for the city manager of Kansas
City, and he continued to serve city
government in various capacities
over the last 10 years.
Deeply involved with the ongoing
development of the city’s downtown
area, Eddy was instrumental in the
budgetary decisions that helped
make the Sprint Center and the
Power & Light District a reality. His
commitment to Kansas City also
shined through during the 24 years
he spent with the KCMO Police

Department reserve unit, where he
held the rank of Captain.

richness of his life and the sadness of
his loss.

Eddy was engaged with a lengthy
list of civic and social groups in the
Kansas City area. Whether it was the
Ararat Shrine Temple, Rotary Club,
Native Sons, or Optimist Club, he was
rarely content to just be a part of the
group. If he was participating, he was
often leading events and activities,
or consulting with those who were.
His community involvement occurred
while also maintaining his chiropractic
practice for nearly 50 years.

“Dr. Chuck Eddy, I called him
Dr. Dependable, for his lengthy
service to the University. He truly
loved CUKC and his chiropractic
profession. It was an honor to have
served with him on the alumni
board, and on the Board of Trustees
for so many years. His presence
and leadership will certainly be
remembered, and his contributions
will be missed.”

Although he moved in large social
and civic circles, Eddy never lost
touch with his roots. Family was
important. He and his wife Donna
enjoyed 49 years of marriage, and
she was a fixture by his side at many
city and social events. Professionally,
there was no doubt about his loyalty.
He was a doctor of chiropractic first,
and his alma mater always had a
special place in his heart. He believed
that CUKC could provide the best
education to those who desired a
similar career path. He was committed
to healthcare education throughout
his life.
Eddy worked tirelessly for CUKC, and
he was at his finest among his friends
and fellow alumni who shared his
profession. For that reason, it is only
right that his colleagues are given
the opportunity to summarize the
man that he was. Some knew him for
decades, others less; all shared the

Dr. James Anderson ’66
Chairman Emeritus, CUKC Board of
Trustees (B.O.T.)
“Dr. Eddy was such a great influence
on me. As I watched him give not
only to Kansas City and other
organizations, he then had time for
CUKC and the forward progress
it was making; moving to a new
campus, expanding programs,
maintaining the legacy of the
Cleveland name and knowing we
had to move into the future and
become even better. He was
inspiring to the Board of Trustees
and the Alumni Association board.
He would take tough issues and give
them thought, and he always had the
right thing to say at the right time.
It was quite impressive. He will be
missed!”
Dr. Patrick Hammond ’97
Chairman, CUKC B.O.T.

Remembering Dr. Franco Columbu
Dr. Franco Columbu, a 1977 graduate
of Cleveland-LA, passed away Aug.
30, 2019, in his native Sardinia, Italy.
He practiced for many years in West
Los Angeles and authored several
books, penning not only his memoirs
but also titles on bodybuilding and
nutrition.
While he enjoyed a long career
as a doctor of chiropractic, he is
universally known for his career as
a bodybuilder, where he achieved
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one of the finest athletic forms in the
world. Although standing just under 5
feet 6 inches, the man known as the
“Sardinian Samson” became a giant
in his sport.
Columbu began his athletic career as
a boxer, but eventually moved on to
powerlifting and then bodybuilding,
where he rose to prominence. He
reached the pinnacle of his sport and
collected honors like coins. He was
twice named Mr. Olympia, considered

“I knew Dr. Eddy for more than 40
years. We had a long professional
relationship and I appreciated his
service and the work he did over the
years for the University. I worked
closely with him and the Alumni
Association for many years, and he
mentored several of the younger
alumni doctors who were active with
the Alumni Association. He was high
energy, immersed himself in many
different activities, and he worked
hard on what he felt was right for the
institution. He will be sorely missed.”
Dr. D. Clark Beckley ’75
Vice President of Campus and Alumni
Relations, CUKC
“I first had the opportunity to meet
Dr. Eddy while I was still a student
at Cleveland in 1996. He led by
example from the front, tirelessly
volunteering for the tasks others
might not want, even up to the
evening before he passed away.
Dr. Eddy was a trusted friend and a
respected mentor to many. He was
one of the true champions of our
time for chiropractic and for CUKC,
and I miss him already.”
Dr. Jeff Spencer ’97
President, CUKC Alumni Association;
Vice Chairman, CUKC B.O.T.
“Dr. Eddy was a mentor and
profession-long friend. While serving
on the KCPD, Dr. Eddy was my unit
commander. He was always available
to advise his staff, the same way he
served the University.”
Dr. L. Russell Matthias ’74
Treasurer, CUKC Alumni Association

the highest honor for a bodybuilder.
He was also named Mr. Universe
twice, Mr. World, and other titles such
as Mr. Italy and Mr. Germany.
In the late 1960s, Columbu forged a
close bond with fellow bodybuilder
Arnold Schwarzenegger. The
two men had each left their
home country, Italy and Austria,
respectively, to train in the United
States with legendary weightlifting
advocate and health guru, Joe

“I was fortunate to serve on
Cleveland’s board during the time of
his presidency. Chuck never ceased
to amaze me. He never hesitated
to take on new projects and be
of service. His service to Kansas
City, his presence in the Chamber
of Commerce, his activities in the
Shrine all attest to his generosity
which especially is evident here at
Cleveland. He was instrumental in
searching for a new campus when
the present one was purchased.
Cleveland, the profession and I owe
a great debt to the honor of Dr.
Charles Eddy. I truly miss him.”
Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69
CUKC Clinician; Former member,
CUKC B.O.T.

the Cleveland College Foundation
Fund. It is awarded each year to
a performing musician or vocalist
enrolled at CUKC. It was initiated to
recognize a student’s musical talent
assisting with their education, just as
Eddy’s talents had done for him.
Dr. Eddy’s many years of involvement
allowed him to play an important
role in the growth of the institution.
He was a tireless supporter of CUKC
whose legacy will continue to be felt
on the campus in the years ahead.
Although he is gone, the positive
imprint he left on the University
will remain forever as his legacy of
service to his alma mater.

Eddy worked his way through college
as a professional musician, and music
remained a big part of his life. He
loved to sing and play the drums, and
he played with several groups over
the years. He also had his own group,
“The Chuck Eddy Band,” which
performed regularly at the city’s
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art.
And there were other outlets for
his musical talents. As a member
of the Kansas City Chiefs Tailgate
Band, Eddy walked the parking lot at
Arrowhead Stadium with the club’s
owner, Lamar Hunt, playing with
enthusiasm for Chiefs fans. He also
marched and played with both the
Ararat Shrine and the St. Andrews
Pipes and Drums.
In honor of his love for music, the
Eddys established the Dr. Charles A.
and Donna Eddy Scholarship through

Weider. Their similar backgrounds
and shared interests led to a lifelong
friendship between the two men.
When Columbu chose to pursue
his Doctor of Chiropractic degree,
it seemed to be a logical next step,
as many of the health and nutrition
aspects of chiropractic aligned with
those in his bodybuilding career.

such films as “The Terminator,” “The
Running Man” and “Rambo: First
Blood Part II.” Columbu also served
as best man at Schwarzenegger’s
wedding to Maria Shriver in
1986. In 2006, then Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger appointed
Columbu to the California Board of
Chiropractic Examiners.

The 1980s found Columbu on the
silver screen as he appeared in
In Memoriam
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ALUMNI NEWS
Dr. James Shoemaker ’66 was recognized by the St.
Bernard Parish, La. Business and Professional Women’s
Club as the 2019 “Man of the Year.”
Dr. Edwin D. Follick ’72 was named president of South
Baylor University in 2019.
Dr. Gary Huddleston ’81 continues to make huge
strides in the entertainment and music industry as he
treats some of the top touring music acts in the USA.
Huddleston has also had two national articles published,
and recently introduced a Class IV therapy laser to the
market.
Dr. Mark Hatesohl ’83 was elected to the City
Commission of the City of Manhattan, Kan. in 2019.
Dr. Lance E. Ford ’89 is pleased to announce that his
son, Luke Ford, began attending the CUKC doctor of
chiropractic program in 2019. Ford’s family has attended
the CUKC College of Chiropractic since 1949. Luke Ford
marks the fourth generation of family members to attend
this University.
Dr. John Nab ’94 was elected Treasurer of the National
Board of Chiropractic Examiners in May 2019. Nab has
been appointed as the NBCE liaison to chiropractic
institutions.
Dr. David Bradham ’97 was re-elected to serve as
Commissioner for Dunn (N.C.) City Council Ward 6 in
October.
Dr. Brant T. Koenig ’06 won the 2019 “Best Chiropractor”
Award for the fourth year in a row in the Edmond (Okla.)
Sun’s “Sunshine Awards.”

Obituaries
Alumni Services learned of the death of the following
individuals in 2019. Our memories of these friends
remain. We recognize them here:
Dr. Harold D. Cook ’66, June 29
Dr. Darold D. Boley ’67, Sept. 29
Dr. Charles A. Eddy ’70, Sept. 5*
Dr. Charles L. Turner ’71, July 4
Dr. Bryce Edwin Collings ’73, June 15
Dr. Joe Noriega ’73, Feb. 18*
Dr. Laurence “Larry” Kuhn ’76, June 16
Dr. Franco Columbu ’77, Aug. 30
Dr. George E. Chapman ’78, June 1
Dr. John D. Drexler ’82, July 8
Dr. Robert W. Coffland ’86, Aug. 25
Dr. Sonia Lor ’87, Aug. 6
Dr. James H. Weaver ’87, faculty 1987-1990, July 13
Dr. Brenda Caldwell ’91, Sept. 11
Dr. Darrel D. Drumright ’92, March 7
Dr. George E. Barber ’99, Aug. 11
*Former CUKC Board of Trustee member

Births
Alumni Services learned of the following births in 2019.
We celebrate and welcome them here:
Caleb ’15 and Sarah Perry welcomed a baby boy, Wesley
Coleman, March 8.
Scott ’09 and Brittney (Swartz) Keller ’10 welcomed a
baby boy, Stetson James, Nov. 29.

Dr. Paul Dupuis ’07 is the 2019 Missouri Chiropractic
Physicians Association Chiropractor of the Year. In 2017,
Dr. Paul Dupuis’ father, Dr. Pierre Dupuis ’77, received
the lifetime achievement award from the Missouri State
Chiropractic Association.

Angie (Conway) ’15 and Jake Samuelson welcomed a
baby girl, Sawyer Elaine, Nov. 14.

Dr. Tony Trotter ’14 began representing Hammond
Chiropractic Center as the official chiropractor for the
Sporting KC soccer team in April. Dr. Patrick Hammond
’97 of Hammond Chiropractic Center is also the official
chiropractor for the Kansas City Royals baseball team.

George ’14 and Michelle (Dick) Stanton ’15 welcomed
baby boy, George Francis III, July 30.

Dr. Jessica Loveless ’17 was recognized by the Kansas
Chiropractic Association as the 2019 “Young Doctor of
the Year.”
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Jessica ’17 and Nathan Loveless welcomed a baby boy,
Brooks Owen, June 30.

We want to hear from you!
Visit cleveland.edu/alumni-news to send us
your news and stay in touch!

2020 Postgraduate Events Calendar
MARCH

AUGUST

March 28-29

Aug. 29-30

DACBSP® Certification Program: Rehabilitation of
the Spine and Extremities
Brendan Murray, D.C., DACBSP
Sat., 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

DACBSP® Certification Program: Advanced Case
Correlations

Perry Williams, D.C., DACBSP; William Moreau, D.C., DACBSP
Sat., 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

APRIL

OCTOBER

April 25-26

Oct. 9-11

DACBSP® Certification Program: Soft Tissue Pathology, Regional Examination and Treatment
Joseph Horrigan, D.C., DACBSP
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

CUKC Homecoming
Various Presenters

MAY

DECEMBER

May 30-31

Dec. 5-6

DACBSP® Certification Program: Evaluation and
Management of the Upper Extremities

Last Chance Seminar 2020

Dale Buchberger, M.S., P.T., D.C., C.S.C.S., DACBSP
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

JUNE
June 27-28
DACBSP® Certification Program: Strength and
Conditioning/ Sport Performance

Various Presenters
Sat. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

From Our Alumni
I am celebrating 10 years in a successful private practice,
and I published a book “Purposely Positive: How to Live
an Intentional and Inspired Life.”
			

-Dr. Joel Lindeman ’04

Andrew Klein, D.C., DACBSP
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

My husband and I met at Cleveland in cadaver lab! We
opened a practice together in KC then sold it and opened
another in Emporia, Kan., where we still practice together.

JULY

			

July 25-26

In September 2018, we opened a specialty functional
medicine practice with a cardiac electrophysiologist in
Denver, Colo.

DACBSP®Certification Program: Advanced
Emergency Procedures (Mandatory Session)
Anne Sorrentino, D.C., DACBSP
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

			

-Dr. Lisa (Hudson) Brittain ’06

-Dr. Chris Bantock, ’13

Need more information, or to register?
Visit: cleveland.edu/alumni
Post Grad Event Calendar
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SAVE THE DATE FOR
HOMECOMING
OCTOBER 9-11, 2020

Guest speakers, 20 hours of CEUs, food, fun, and friendship
Class reunion years: 2010, 2000, 1990, 1980, 1970, 1960, 1950

For more information visit us online
cleveland.edu/homecoming

